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2. More information has also been received on the various changeSinthe * 

Soviet service attache offices abroad, at Although Soviet service at t ache a v had :„- u , 
bees retuaj^gto the USSRprior to December l958. it isfromthatdatethat the ' . 
reductions in force became especiaUy heavy. The closing! of service; attache of- | 

fices started in December 1958 andcoaiinued into February 19S9i i ’ i * ^ dwria^-thia i 

period a total of eight service attache o^ce8^ wer«| closed b)r'tbo.SoAdeto^^ith / ; ||| ^ 
the official duties being taken oyer by another Soviet service attachei component 

in the same country. : ■ ; . •• • ' -- v 

*— ? 

3. Although a reduction in budgetary allotments could be ; an explanation^ 

of these cut-backs of total personnel and the consolidation of the service attache 
offices, it is believed' more likely that changes in the organ! ration of mill tar y 
intelligence (GRU) were ^fee principal cause. f : 

a. Several reports have come to our attention regardingfeeassign- 
meat of SEROV to a GRU post (FY1, a reliable source has stated SEROV 
is now Chief of the GRl£)some of these reports, received from press (and t >; - j 
D FY1 also covert) sources, state that he is in charge of a new intelligence 'f 

^ agency specialising in secret weapons, probably operating as part of the^ i; iv $3 

^ GRU but with special privUeges.-' Further press SMculation:ha%dwelt^:tML^:%^ 

S the possibility of his I-. 

^ r ^ K •>; - ' *' 

~ b. There is no question that, SEROVs assignment to the GRU would | : 

lo cause- a shake-up within that organisation. The reasons for such 'an aysign-:::'-.% >p 

f ment are not yet known; perhaps with the increased activity by^ the IV e stern ^ 

* ^ powers in the missile field. it was felt that more attention had to be paid to v | 

* ° armed forces intelligence, and better results achieved therefrocn. lt might 

* w also be that the GRU operational officers had become lax, were not fulfilling 
^ ^ their quotas with respect to recruitment of agents within specific target 

E 9 areas and installations. Internal political pressures may yrell play a sig- ' 
nifi ca nt role in changes in the military intelligence organisation^ The das-, 
sic threat of the military to the security of a dictator needs fu^ belaboring, ^ f 

and, in view of SEROV's oft-reported close relationship to KHRUSHCHEV, < ; 

: fee placement of SEROV in a^ controlling position oflhe. ^GRU^waald^ouite^^ ^pO 


conceivably add 

W:M 


FTl, Che countries are Denmark (UA office closed); Finland, UAR (Egyp- 
tian Region), Mexico, India, Sweden and Norway (NA oificesdosed); and 
fee Air Attache office in Canada -- although we have received no 
confirmation of fee latter as yet, 

®*YI, a Soviet officer stated that fee Soviets were reducing all of their of- 
ficial installations; another Soviet officer. according to an ODlBEX^ r eport, 
stated that the reduction of thqattaphe office in one &rea y«s made^f ortt ^^ -3 
economic reasons . 
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4. Four of the countries in which. a service attachelcompoaent has been closedV ' 
appear to be unaffected by the travel from the. USSR 'of a new servicer attache , or by^y-^ 
TDY of the present service attache to Moscow -.-perhaps this will be changed in the; 
near future, but at present it; appeara^that;p^re f i^octriha|ip^;or/-*etergeting':^p:re«-<^;';, _ 
quired in those areas. ■ Altogether,eight?countries|,, accordtogrtojEe^ 
to date , have felt «irtle or no impact of any^ckengfavto^^vis^^j^ 
in the GRU since Decibar 195S*^^ .be|^oted ^at ?the:i *' 5 

y ■'■ by* the aerttib^gesi^reiiw^ 

it }*&** d , ^ 
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' noted;f n^St^e" Sec^i^y^KGB 

. ....... .... vtoMoscow^ofKGB' Reaidenta or<^>'^?|^ 

high-level officers, etc. It is logical to anticipate changes in KGBstructureand in 

orientation of its activities as a result of, if not in fact in conjunction with, such 

changes within the GRU 0 "'V ; y ' 
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" 1 FYle The United States, France, ^ Japan, Afghanistan,' Burma, ^Lebanon, Great 
Britain and Argentina, 


» & 




exist in the latter two countries. In ArgentinaMuring March 1959 two^ransfers^f 
have been made of personnel -- one assistant attache to Mexico,^ one employee V 
to the United States. Neither has taken any leave in the USSR, and no replace* 
ment for either has yet been dispatched from the USSR./ 1 y. 
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